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Industrial Design Filings

In ����2015����,��the total number of industrial design��

applications ���led at the Saudi Patent O�ce��

was ����824������industrial designs,������669������of ��which were��

�led by establishments and ����155������applications by��

��individuals����

�+�P�F�W�U�V�T�K�C�N���&�G�U�K�I�P���(�K�N�K�P�I�U���1�X�G�T���� ��   Years
In ����2015����,��there was a noticeable increase in the��

total number ��of �led industrial design applications��

by ����22����%��compared to ����2014�����������is is due to increased��

awareness��raising activities by the Saudi ��Patent��

O�ce and the optimization of the �ling procedure��

for ��industrial design applications����

 Industrial Designs 

Table   14   Industrial Design Filings over   5   Years.  

Year Establishments Individuals
Total Number of��

��Applications

��2015�� ��669�� ��81%�� ��155�� ��19%�� ��824��

��2014�� ��596�� ��88%�� ��81�� ��12%�� ��677��

��2013�� ��598�� ��86%�� ��94�� ��14%�� ��692��

��2012�� ��594�� ��90%�� ��64�� ��10%�� ��658��

��2011�� ��668�� ��89%�� ��84�� ��11%�� ��752��
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Patents Granted for Institutions
The total number of patents granted for 

institutions was   653   applications, which 

equals   86%   of  total granted patents. King Saud 

University topped the list with   51    patents 

followed by Baker Hughes Inc. with   23   patents 

and Dow  AgroSciences LLC with   18   patents. 

Table   13   Patents Granted for Institutions.  

R Institutions Patents Most  Granting 
 Technical  Field Percentage

 1 King Saud University  51 Human  Necessities  8% 

 2 Baker Hughes Inc.  23 Fixed  Constructions  3.5% 

 3 Dow AgroSciences  18 Human  Necessities  2.7% 

 4 LES LABORATOIRES SERVIER  15 Chemistry and  Metallurgy  2.2% 

 5 Lanxess Deutschland GmbH  12 Chemistry and  Metallurgy  1.8% 

6 King Abdulaziz City for Science 
and Technology  9 Physics  1.3% 

7 Other  525 Chemistry and  Metallurgy  80.5% 

Total Patents Granted for Institutions  653 
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Table   10   Granted Patents per Country of Origin.  

Table   12   Patents Granted For National Research Institutions.  

Patents

R Country Patents Percentage

 1 United States  181  24% 

 2 Saudi Arabia  163  21  % 

 3 Germany  73  10  % 

 4 Switzerland  50  7  % 

 5 Japan  41  5  % 

6 France  38  5  % 

7 China  23  3  % 

8 Other 194 25% 

Total  763 

R Institutions Patents Percentage

 1 King Saud University  51  77  % 

 2 King Abdulaziz City for Science and  Technology  9  14  % 

 3 King Fahd University of Petroleum and  Minerals  2  3  % 

 4 King Abdullah University of Science and  Technology  1  1.5  % 

 5 Pharmaceutical Solutions Industry Ltd  1  1.5% 

6 PHARMACYCLICS, Inc.  1  1.5% 

7 King Abdullah International Medical  Research Center  1  1.5% 

Total Patents granted for National Institutions   66  100  % 

Domestic Granted Patents 
It was noted that the largest share of patents 

were  granted for  Saudi individuals with   97   

patents, which equals   60  % of total  granted patents. 

Table   11   Domestic Granted Patents.  

Year Research 
Institutions Companies Individuals Total

 2015  64  2  97  163 

As for national companies and research 

institutions, King Saud  University was granted 

  51   patents and King Abdulaziz City for  Science 

and Technology was granted   9   patents, while 

King Fahd  University of Petroleum and 

Minerals was granted   2   patents. 
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Table   9   Granted Patents per Technical Field (IPC).  

IPC Classification Patents Percentage

C Chemistry and Metallurgy  206  27% 

A Human Necessities  182  24% 

B Transportation  168  22% 

G Physics  58  8% 

E Fixed Constructions  54  7% 

F Mechanical Engineering  48  6% 

H Electricity  43  5.5% 

D Textiles & Paper  4  0.5% 

Total  763 

Granted Patents per Country of 
Origin

In   2015  , The United States topped the list 

with   181   patents  followed by Saudi Arabia 

with   163   patents, Germany with   73    patents 

and Switzerland with   50   patents. 

Chemistry and 
Metallurgy  27% 

Human Necessities 
 24% 

Physics 
 8% 

Transportation 
  22% 

Fixed 
Constructions  7% 

Mechanical 
Engineering  6% 

Electricity 
 5.5% 

Textiles & Paper 
 0.5% 



17Annual Statistical Report 2015 

Table   8   Granted Patents Over   5   Years

Year Establishments Individuals Total Applications

 2015  653  86%  110  14%  763 

 2014  520  93%  41  7%  561 

 2013  198  85%  35  15%  233 

 2012  185  87%  28  13%  213 

 2011  236  92%  20  8%  256 

Granted Patents per Technical Field (IPC) 
Most granted patents were in the field 

of chemistry and  metallurgy with   206   

patents followed by human necessities with 

  182   patents and transportation with   168   

patents. 
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Table   6   Patent Filings by National Companies.  

Table   7   Total Patent Filings by Institutions. 

Rank Companies Applications Percentage

 1 Saudi Aramco  16  42.5  % 

 2 Alfanar co.  2  5% 

 3 Tri-Spectrum Co ltd  2  5% 

 4 ELECTRIC HOUSE ESTABLISHMENT  2  5% 

 5 Other  16  42.5  % 

Total Filed Applications by National Companies  in   2015  38  100  % 

Rank Institutions Applications Most Filing 
  (Technical  Field) Percentage

 1 Siemens Aktiengesellschaft  51 Mechanical 
 Engineering  3% 

 2 Schlumberger Technology B.V  40 Fixed 
 Constructions  2.4% 

 3 Qualcomm Incorporated  40 Electricity  2.4% 

 4 Halliburton Energy Services,  Inc.  33 Fixed 
 Constructions  2% 

 5 Siemens Energy, Inc.  26 Mechanical 
 Engineering  1.5% 

6 King Saud University  21 Human  Necessities  1.2% 

7 Other  1478 Chemistry and 
 Metallurgy  87.5% 

Total Filed Applications by Institutions 
in   2015  1689 

The number of applications filed by national 

companies  reached   38   applications, which 

equals   1.6%   of the total filed applications. 

Patent Applications Filed by Institutions
The total number of applications filed by 

national and  international institutions was 

  1689   applications with a percentage of   70%   

of total application filed at SPO. Siemens 

Aktiengesellschaft  topped the list of institutions 

with   51   applications. 

Patent Grants
In   2015  , the Saudi Patent Office granted   763   

patents.   653   of  which for establishments and 

  110   patents granted for individuals. 

Granted Patents Over   5   Years
It is noted that the number of granted 

patents has increased  by   36  % compared to 

  2014  , achieving a new record. This could be 

 because of increasing the number of patent 

examiners and the  development of the e-filing 

system, which contributed to the  completion 

of the work in a timely manner and desired 

quality
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Domestic Patent Filings
The total number of applications filed by 

residents of Saudi  Arabia reached   715   patent 

applications.   632   applications were filed 

 by individuals,   45   applications by research 

institutions and   38    applications by national 

companies. 

Table   3   Domestic Patent Filings by Individuals, Research Institutions and Companies.  

Table   5   Patent Filings by National Research Institutions.  

Table   4   Domestic and Foreign Patent Filings.  

Year Research 
 Institutions Companies Individuals Total  Domestic 

 Patent  Applications
Total Filed 

 Application
 2015  45  38  632  715  2406 

 2014  28  16  608  652  787 

 2013  80  12  414  506  929 

 2012  75  8  344  427  1043 

 2011  62  8  288  358  987 

Rank Research Institutions Applications Percentage

 1 King Saud University  21  47% 

 2 King Abdullah University of     Science and Technology  9  20% 

 3 King Fahd University of  Petroleum and Minerals  8  18% 

 4 King Khalid University  6  13% 

 5 King Abdulaziz City for science  and Technology  1  2% 

Total Filed Applications by National Research  Institutions Of The Year   2015  45  100  % 

Year  Foreign 
Applications

Domestic 
 Applications Total

 2015  1691  %  70  715  %  30  2406 

There was a noticeable increase in domestic 

applications filed  by individuals by   3.95  % 

compared to   2014  , which indicates that 

 individuals have increased awareness of the 

importance of filing   patents and protecting 

intellectual property rights. As a result  of the 

noticed activities of the office in raising such 

awareness, In  addition to making the filing 

procedures more accessible by  developing an 

e-filing system. 

In addition, there was a noticeable increase 

in   2015   in the  number of foreign applications 

by   136  % compared to domestic  applications.  

The ratio of applications filed by national 

research institutions  was   1.8%   of the total filed 

applications. King Saud University topped 

 the list with   21   applications, followed by King 

Abdullah University  of Science and Technology 

with   9   applications, King Fahd University  of 

Petroleum and Minerals with   4   applications, 
King Khalid  University with   3   applications 

and King Abdulaziz City for science  and 

Technology with only one application.  
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Table   2   Patent Filings per Country.  

Country Applications Percentage

Saudi Arabia  715  30% 

United States  638  27% 

Germany  205  9% 

Japan  108  4% 

France  84  3% 

United Kingdom  75  3% 

Switzerland  65  3% 

other  516  21% 

Total  2406 

Patent Filings per Country of Origin
Saudi Arabia topped the list of the most 

patent  Applications f iling countries followed 

by United States, Germany, Japan,  France, 

United Kingdom and Switzerland. 
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Table   1   Patent Filings Over   5   Years.  

Year Institutions Individuals Total

 2015  1689  70%  717  30%  2406 

 2014  167  21%  620  79%  787 

 2013  513  55%  416  45%  929 

 2012  651  62%  392  38%  1043 

 2011  679  69%  308  31%  987 

Patent
Patent Filings

In   2015  , the total number of patent 

applications filed at the  Saudi Patent Office 

totaled   2406   patent applications,   717   of the  filed 

applications were filed by individuals, whereas 

  1689    applications by institutions. 

Patent Filings over   5   Years
There is a noticeable   205%   increase in 

the total number of  applications filed in 

  2015   compared to   2104  . This is due to the 

 increase of foreign applications filed in Saudi 

Arabia as a result of  the Saudi accession to 

the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), which 

 gives applicants up to   30   months priority to 

decide where to file  their patent applications. 

The number of PCT applications that  entered 

the national phase in accordance with the 

International  Treaty reached   1646   patent 

applications. 
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 2015   Statistics Summary  

Patents

Patent Application Filings  2406 

Domestic Patent Applications  715 

Number of Granted Patents  763 

Industrial Designs

Industrial Design Application Filings  824 

Domestic Industrial Design Applications  321 

Number of   Granted Industrial Design Registrations  869 

Plant Varieties

Plant Variety Application Filings  1 

Domestic Plant Variety Applications  1 

Number of Granted Plant Varieties  7 

Integrated Circuits

Integrated Circuit Application Filings  5 

Domestic Integrated Circuit Applications  5 

Number of Granted Integrated Circuit Registrations  0 
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Saudi Patent Office
History

SaudiPatentOffice (SPO)wasestablished

in   1982  /  1402 H after the notification given

to KACST by the Royal Decree approving 

the  accession of Saudi Arabia to the World 

Intellectual Property  Organization (WIPO). 

Patents have been assigned to KACST 

  (represented by SPO) since intellectual property 

is essentially about  patents and organizing the 

process of transferring technology also  KACST 

isthescientificbodyqualifiedforthismission.

ThefirstLawofPatentswasissuedbythe

Royal Decree No.(M  /   38  ) dated   1409/6/10   H 

(  1989/1/18  AD). The Law aimed to provide

 protection for inventions in Saudi Arabia, and 

itwasmodifiedin 7/19  /  1425   H  (  2004/9/4   AD). 

The modified Law of Patents, Layout 

Designs of Integrated Circuits,  Plant Varieties, 

and Industrial Designs was issued by the

Royal  Decree No. (M/  27  ) dated   2004/7/17   

andwaspublishedintheOfficialGazette(Om

Alqura) in   2004/8/7  , and became effective as 

of   2004/9/5  . 

The Regulations of the patent system, layout 

designs of integrated  circuits, Plant Varieties 

and Industrial Designs has been amended 

 under the Administrative Decision No. 

  161/2/3607329   on   2015/10/13  . The decision 

became effective as of   2015/12/19  , after   30   

daysof itspublication in theOfficialGazette

(Om Alqura).  

Objective
TheSaudiPatentOfficewasestablishedin

order to  Grant patents to protect inventions, 

layout designs of  integrated circuits, plant 

varieties and industrial designs  in the Kingdom 

of Saudi Arabia. 

Mission
• Implementing the Law of Patents, Layout 

Designs of  Integrated Circuits, Plant Varieties, 

and Industrial  Designs. 

•Depositingandexaminingpatentapplications, 

layout  designs of integrated circuits, plant 

varieties and  Industrial Design applications. 

• Granting patents for inventions, layout 

designs of  integrated circuits, plant varieties 

and industrial  designs. 

•Developingnationaldatabasesforprotection

 documents for patents, layout designs 

of integrated  circuits, plant varieties and 

industrial designs in the fields that are

assigned to KACST. 

•Topublishprotectiondocumentsforpatents, 

layout  designs of integrated circuits, plant 

varieties and  industrial designs. 

•Raisingpublicawarenessoninnovationand

intellectual  property. 

Patent Information

Introduction
Patent information is the added value to 

protection document  and the information that 

it holds is extremely important in  publishing 

the latest technology information of the latest 

technologiesinvariousfields.

TheSaudiPatentOfficeisconstantlydeveloping

a public  database containing all published patent 

applications according to  the patent and Layout 

Designs of Integrated Circuits, Plant Varieties  and 

IndustrialDesignsLawanditsRegulations.

This statistical report shows the most

important information  and statistics related 

to patent documents filed at the Saudi Patent

Office  , whichservesasthebasisofthevarious

futurereportsthattheofficewilllaunchinorder

toattractthosewhoareinterestedinthefield.
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